
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University of Louisville 

Alumni Association 
 

BYLAWS 
 

Submitted by Bylaws Committee February 17, 2014, 

Approved by the Executive Committee on March 4, 2014 

 

 

 



 
UofL Alumni Association Bylaws      Page 2 of 12 

(a) Table of Contents 

 
Article I. Purpose .................................................................................... 4 

Article II. Membership ............................................................................. 4 

2.01 Regular Members ..................................................................... 4 

2.02 Adopted Alumni ....................................................................... 4 

2.03 Honorary Alumni ...................................................................... 4 

Article III. Meetings .................................................................................. 5 

3.01 Annual Meeting ........................................................................ 5 

3.02 Regular Meetings ..................................................................... 5 

3.03 Special Meetings ..................................................................... 5 

3.04 Notice of Meetings ................................................................... 5 

3.05 Organization of Meetings ......................................................... 5 

3.06 Quorum .................................................................................... 5 

3.07 Voting....................................................................................... 6 

Article IV. Membership of the Board ........................................................ 6 

4.01 At-Large Directors .................................................................... 6 

4.02 Ex Officio Directors .................................................................. 6 

4.03 Selection of At-Large Directors ................................................ 6 

4.04 Nomination of At-Large Directors ............................................. 7 

4.05 Duties of At-Large Directors ..................................................... 7 

4.06 Term of Office .......................................................................... 7 

4.07 Nomination of At-large Directors to Fill Unexpired/Vacant Terms
 7 

4.08 Criteria for Nomination ............................................................. 8 

4.09 Removal of At-large Directors .................................................. 8 

Article V. Officers .................................................................................... 8 

5.01 Principal Officers ...................................................................... 8 

5.02 Election of Officers ................................................................... 9 

5.03 Term of Office .......................................................................... 9 

5.04 Duties of the President ............................................................. 9 

5.05 Duties of the President Elect .................................................... 9 

5.06 Duties of the Secretary ............................................................. 9 

Article VI.  Committees of the Board ...................................................... 10 



 
UofL Alumni Association Bylaws      Page 3 of 12 

6.01 In General ............................................................................... 10 

6.02 Standing Committees ............................................................. 10 

6.03 Executive Committee ............................................................. 10 

6.04 Nominating Committee .......................................................... 10 

6.05 Special Events Committee ..................................................... 11 

6.06 Other Committees .................................................................. 11 

Article VII. Affiliated Groups ................................................................... 11 

Article VIII. Amendment Procedure .......................................................... 12 

Article IX. Miscellaneous ........................................................................ 12 



UofL Alumni Association Bylaws       Page 4 of 12 

Article I. Purpose 
 

The UofL Alumni Association exists to establish mutually 
beneficial relationships between the University of Louisville 
(hereinafter referred to as the “University”) and its former students 
(hereinafter referred to as alumni). The members of the 
association serve both the university and the alumni community; 
promoting active involvement to build a spirit of communication, 
fellowship, and service that elevates resources and advances the 
university’s educational mission. The Board of Directors is a 
representative group of the Alumni Association’s members, 
serving as their voice to the university and advising the office of 
alumni relations regarding the implementation of organized 
initiatives and programs. 

 

 

Article II. Membership 
 

2.01 Regular Members 
This classification of membership shall consist of all former 
students of the University who have received either a degree or a 
certificate. 

 

2.02 Adopted Alumni 

This classification of membership shall consist of persons who, 
through their personal efforts, have made contributions to the 
enhancement, enrichment, and improvement of the University 
and to the surrounding community, and are not otherwise eligible 
for Association membership. They may include former University 
students, faculty, staff, and emeriti; family members of alumni; 
and friends of the Alumni Association who subscribe to its goals 
and have demonstrated an interest in some material way. 
Nominated individuals are elected to this class of membership by 
the Board of Directors of the Association. 

 

2.03 Honorary Alumni 

This classification of membership shall consist of persons who have been 
awarded an Honorary Degree by the University. 
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Article III. Meetings 
 

3.01 Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting of the Board shall be held during the Fall 
Semester.  The Board shall elect Officers and Directors to the 
Board at the meeting prior to the Annual meeting so that the new 
Officers and Directors can be in place for the Annual Meeting. 

 

3.02 Regular Meetings 

Regular meetings of the Board shall be held a minimum of four 
times each year. 

 

3.03 Special Meetings 

Special meetings of the Board may be called by the President of 
the Board or upon written request of at least five (5) members of 
the Board. 

 

3.04 Notice of Meetings 
Notice, and an agenda for each meeting, (be it annual, regular or 
special) shall be given to the Directors of the Board at least ten 
days prior to the meeting. 

 

3.05 Organization of Meetings 

The President of the Board shall preside at all meetings. In the 
absence of the President, the President Elect shall preside. If 
both are absent, a President pro tempore shall be chosen at the 
meeting from among the Directors present. The Secretary of the 
Board shall act as Secretary of all meetings, but if the Secretary is 
absent, the President shall appoint a Secretary pro tempore. 
Each meeting shall include, but not be limited to, a report by the 
President and reports of the standing committees. 

 

3.06 Quorum 

Seven (7) Directors of the Board (be it in person, by conference call 
or other similar facilities) shall constitute a quorum of the Board.  
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3.07 Voting 
Each director is entitled to one vote on each matter presented to 
the Board at a duly called and held meeting of the Board.  A 
simple majority vote in favor of those Board members in 
attendance is required for passage of a matter presented to the 
Board. 

 

 

Article IV. Membership of the Board 
 

4.01 At-Large Directors 

The Board of the Association shall consist of up to twenty (20) at-
large Directors, five (5) of which should be designated 
representatives of affiliated groups. 

 

4.02 Ex Officio Directors 
Ex Officio Directors are non voting members of the Board 

• Two (2) Alumni representatives of the University Board of 
Trustees. 

• Executive Director of the Alumni Association (defined as 
the member of University management directly 
responsible for the Association). 

• Immediate Past President of the Association. 

• One (1) alumni faculty/staff appointed by the University 
President  

• The President, or their designate, of the Student 
Organization for Alumni Relations (SOAR).  

 

4.03 Selection of At-Large Directors 

The Board shall appoint, or reappoint, at its Annual Meeting the 
number of Directors necessary to maintain twenty (20) at-large 
Directors. The Nominating Committee will issue a public call for 
nominations that will be published on appropriate web sites and 
sent to all Alumni.  
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4.04 Nomination of At-Large Directors 

The Nominating Committee shall forward its slate of nominees 
through the Executive Committee to the Board. Upon the 
approval of the Executive Committee, the President of the Board 
shall present the slate of nominees to the Board for election at the 
Annual Meeting. 

 

4.05 Duties of At-Large Directors 

• At-large Directors are required to attend all Board 
Meetings in person or by conference call or similar 
facilities.  Attendance at Board meetings will be recorded 
and failure to meet this requirement will be individually 
addressed by the Executive Committee. 

• Directors are expected to attend and support association 
sponsored events subject to geographic limitations. 

• Directors are expected to be members of at least one 
committee of the Board 

• All Directors are expected to show their commitment to the Board by 
contributing annually to the University.  Alumni Directors are expected 
to make a leadership gift to the Alumni Association (exclusive of 
athletic donations).  The philanthropic support for the Alumni 
Association can be made in conjunction with the Directors overall 
giving to the University – with a designated portion made to the 
Association.    

 

4.06 Term of Office 

At-large Directors shall be elected for a two (2) year term eligible 
for annual re-election one (1) time for a total of four (4) years. With 
the exception of current Officers, after the expiration of a 
director’s fourth consecutive year, that individual cannot stand for 
election until the expiration of one (1) calendar year following the 
end of that director’s last term. Officers are allowed to remain 
Directors until the completion of their Officer terms. The Directors 
shall assume office at the close of the  meeting at which they are 
elected.  

 

4.07 Nomination of At-large Directors to Fill Unexpired/Vacant Terms 
The President of the Board shall notify the Nominating Committee 
when a vacancy in an unexpired term occurs. Concurrently, the 
President of the Board shall determine whether the vacancy 
should be filled according to the regular nominating process as 
described in Article 4.04 or whether the vacancy should be filled 
prior to the Annual Meeting. 
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If it be determined that the vacancy shall be filled prior to the 
Annual Meeting, the Nominating Committee shall forward a slate 
of nominees to fill the vacancy to the Executive Committee. Upon 
the approval of the Executive Committee, the President of the 
Board shall present the nominees for election at the next regularly 
scheduled Board meeting. If an at-large director serves more than 
half of a term, it is considered a full term. 

 

4.08 Criteria for Nomination 
The Nominating Committee shall nominate for Board  membership 
Regular Members exhibiting dominant influence in one or more of 
the following areas: 

University Service. A person who has provided vigorous service 
to, and support of, the programs of the University. 

Community Activity. A prominent community leader involved in 
charitable, political, or civic organizations. 

Financial Contribution. A major benefactor or donor to the fund-
raising efforts of the University.  

Commitment. A person who exhibits the willingness and 
capacity to make a solid commitment to active involvement in the 
work of the Board. 

 

4.09 Removal of At-large Directors 

Upon a two-thirds vote of the Executive Committee, with the 
approval of the Board, any director may be removed. 

 

 

Article V. Officers 
 

5.01 Principal Officers 
The Officers of the Board shall be a President, a President-Elect, 
and a Secretary. 
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5.02 Election of Officers 

The Nominating Committee shall recommend annually, through 
the Executive Committee to the Board, a slate of nominees for 
President, President Elect, and Secretary. An Officer nominee 
shall come from the existing Board.  University faculty and staff 
shall not be eligible. Upon the approval of the Executive 
Committee, the President of the Board shall present the Officer 
nominees to the Board for election 

 

5.03 Term of Office 

The Officers shall assume office at the close of the Meeting at 
which they are elected and shall serve until their successors 
assume office. The President of the Association and other 
Officers shall serve a one (1) year term.  

 

5.04 Duties of the President 

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board of 
Directors and the Executive Committee, and shall perform such 
other duties and have such powers as are prescribed by the 
Board.  

 

5.05 Duties of the President Elect 

The President Elect shall perform all the duties and have all the 
powers of the President during the absence or disability of the 
President. 

 

5.06 Duties of the Secretary 

The Secretary shall see that proper minutes and records are kept 
of proceedings of the Board, including all of its committees and 
shall present such minutes to the Board for its approval. In the 
absence of the Secretary or in the event of disability, such duties 
shall be performed by a Secretary pro tempore appointed by the 
President. 
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Article VI.  Committees of the Board 
 

6.01 In General 
Committee chairs will be appointed annually by the Executive 
Director and President. Committee Chairs shall assist the 
Executive Director and President to recruit committee members 
to help with various initiatives. 

 

6.02 Standing Committees 

Standing committees of the Board are the Executive Committee, 
Nominating Committee and Special Events Committee.  Other 
committees can be formed as deemed necessary by the 
Executive Committee.   

 

6.03 Executive Committee 
The Executive Committee of the Association shall consist of: 

• The Officers of the Association. 

• Two - Directors at Large 

• Immediate past president 

• Executive Director 

• Other Directors as the Nominating Committee deems 
appropriate not to exceed ten (10) total members of the 
Executive Committee. 

 

The administration of the affairs and business of the Association 
shall be vested in the Executive Committee, subject to the control 
of the Board of Directors. Meetings of the Executive Committee 
shall be called by the Association President, the Executive 
Director or any three (3) members of the Executive Committee 

 

6.04 Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee shall consist of the President, 
Immediate Past President and Executive Director. The function 
and responsibility of the Nominating Committee shall be to assure 
that Directors and Officers of the Board are representative 
individuals exhibiting the diverse talents necessary to accomplish 
the established goals of the Board and the University, and a 
willingness to serve those goals. 
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6.05 Special Events Committee 

The Special Events Committee shall consist of at least two (2) 
members of the Board and shall be appointed by the President of 
the Board after consultation with the Executive Committee. The 
Committee shall plan and implement special events and 
enrichment programs for all Members of the Association.  

 

6.06 Other Committees 

The Executive Committee may appoint such other committees for 
specified purposes as they deem appropriate. 

 

 

Article VII. Affiliated Groups 
 

The Association may choose to recognize affiliated groups of 10 
or more members.  Eligibility, good standing, structure and 
privileges of affiliated groups are determined by policy 
established by the Executive Committee. The slate of affiliated 
groups will be reviewed and voted upon at the annual meeting of 
the Board.  The types of recognized affiliated groups are as 
follows: 

  

• Academic: a group of members who represent alumni and 
friends of any of the 11 university academic units and their 
key departments; and  

• Geographic: a group of members who represent alumni 
and friends organized by a defined metropolitan 
geographical area; and 

• Special Interest: a group of members who represent 
alumni and friends organized by a mutual interest or 
shared characteristic of a subset of the members of the 
Association. 
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Article VIII. Amendment Procedure 
 

These by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the 
members of the Board present at any meeting at which a quorum 
is present, provided that a copy of the proposed amendment shall 
have been distributed to each member at least ten days prior to 
the meeting at which the vote on the proposed amendment is 
taken. 

 

 

Article IX. Miscellaneous 
• All notices required to be sent to Directors shall be sent 

either by physical mail or electronic mail as it may appear 
in the Association’s records. 

• Under compelling or geographic circumstances, a Director 
or committee member may participate in a meeting via 
audio or video conferencing. Participation in a meeting by 
this means constitutes presence in person at the meeting. 

• These Bylaws are intended to be governed by and in 
compliance with the applicable provisions of the laws of 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  The provisions of these 
Bylaws are severable and if any provision is found to be 
void or otherwise ineffective, the remaining provisions 
shall remain valid and effective.  

• The foregoing revised Bylaws were adopted on the 17th 
day of April 2014 by resolution of the Board of Directors of 
the University of Louisville Alumni Association. 
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